BEFCRE THE SOUTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

In the Matter of the Suspansion or
Revocation of the Educator CONSENT ORDER OF
Certificate of Terry L. Housman SUSPENSION

Certiflcata 209312

SUMMARY OF THE CASE

1]

The Scuth Czraling State Beard of Education [State Board) congiderod
this matter cn April 9, 2008. On January 2, 2008, the Soulh Caroling
Department of Education {Dopartment} sent lerry L. Housman a natice ¢f his
right to a hearing before the State Board concerning the possib e suspension
ar revocation of his South Caroling educalor cerlificale 209312 by cerlified
mail, return receipt, restricted delivery, snd regular mail. Mr. Housman
received the notice as evidenced by a postal receipt bearing his signature.
On January 13, 2008, Mr. Housman =sert a letter to che Department
acknowledning the allegation that he accessed adult pornographic images on
his school computer and that he was quilty of unprofessional condust. Mr.
Housman has agreed to resolve the matter without a hearing and has
consented to the voluntary suspension of hig certificate for a pericd of two
yaars which would commeance on April %, 2008 and end on April 8, 2010,
After considering the cvidence presented, the State Board woted Lo accept

the suspensicn of Mr. Housman's cerlificate for a period of two years.,
FINDINGS QF FALT

M. Housman bolds a valid South Carolina educator certificate and has
rhirteen years of teaching experience. He has no record of prior disciplinary
action wilk the State Board, Mr. Housman was employed as an English
teacher at Chester High School in the Cheskter County Schoal District
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e
rDistricky from ZDIIIli until he resigned cn Seprember 21, 2007, during an
investigation into allegations that he repeatedly accassed acull pornographic
images on his schoal compuler, Mr, Huusman had signed an acknowledogmesnt
of the District’s Network Acceptable Use Policy Terms and Conditions =ach

vonr of his employment. When confronted by & district technology employes,

Mr. Hewsman admitted he had vieweo the imagss on his schoaol computer

and that he had violated the District policy

0n lanuary 2, 2008, the Department sent Mr. Housman a notice of kis

right w0 @ hearing before the State Board concerning the possible suspansion
ar revocaticn of his South Carclina educator cortificabe 209312 by certified
mail, return receipt, restricted delivery, and regular mail. M. Housman
~eceived the notice as evidenced by a postal recoipt boaring nis signature. On
January 13, 2008, Mr. Housman sent a letter to the  [Department
acknowledgng the allegation that he accessed adult pornographic images on
his schogl computer and that he was guilty of unprofessionsl conduct, Mr.,
Housman stzted in his |ekter thet he hed et down his  students,
administrators, fellow staff and family., Mr. Housman informed the
Department that he voluntarily began ccunseling in September 2007, Mr.
Auusman has agreed toc resohve the matter without a hearing and has
consented bo the woluntary suspension of his certificate for a period of twao
years whick would commence on April 2, 2008 and end or April 8, 2010,
During the period of suspeonsion, Mro Housman agrees to underga a
oeychiatric evaluation ang a paychosexual evalyation and comply with all

recommendod treatment and counseling,

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

"The South Carocl'na Board of Education rmay, for just cause, either

revake or susgend the certificate o any person.” S.C. Code Ann. § 59-25-
150 (2004); 5.C. Ccde Ann. § 59-25-160 (2004); 24 S.C. Code Regs. 43-53
[Supp. 20067, Just cause includes unprofessional conduct - 5.C. Codg Ann, §
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59-25-1a60 (2004). The State Board finds that che subslantial evidence
presented supparts its decision Lo acoepl Lhe suspension of Fr, Housmman's
cducater certificate 209312 for a pered of two years from April 9, 2008,
thrauah April 9, 2010, Dudng the period of suspension, Mr. Housman agrees
o undorgn a paychiarric evaluatlon and a psychosexual evaluation and
comply with all recommended treatment and counzeling., IF Mr. Housman
wishes Lo have his educator certificate reinstated at the end of the
suspension period, Mr. Housman shall make a written request toc the
Deparcment's Ofice of General Counsel to appear before the State Board for
a Character and Fitness Review. Mr. Housman shall provide the State Board
with documentation of the psychiatric and psychosexual evaluations and
syccessful campletion of treatment and counscling: ermployment information
during the period of suspension; community senice records;  letrors of

support and a SLED background check,
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Colurmbia, South Caralina
April 9, 2008
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